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“Revision of the American Chivmunks (Genera

Tanias and Tutamias)" is the title of North American Fauna Fo. 52, redort-
ing on a study of tiese native rocents, and just published by the Uaited
States Devartaent of Agriculture. Tae autlor, Arthur H. Howell, senior
biologist of the Bureauw of Biological Surver, nhas had opportunity to examine
practically all the specimens of srnipmunks in the principal museums and pri-
vate collectrons in Yorth America, numbering more than 1,300 of tne eastern
genus Tamias, and more txnan 13,000 of the western genus REutamias.

Tamias 1s a compact group comorising but one species with five geo-
grapnaic races, wille Zutamias is represented in North Anerica by five dis-
tinct sroups cowmdrising 16 species and a total of 60 valid forms. Prececding
a systematic review of all these forms, with maps showing treir ranzges, a
general account of the life nistory of the chipmunks is given, incluaaing de-
scristion of their habitat, burrows and nests, food and food-storing, hiber-
nating, breeding, and otier haoits.

As to the economic status of tzese animals, the autihor says: "Tae

eastern ciii

wranlss oceasionally canege grain in the fields and dig up and eat

corn and otaer nlanted seeds, but in the main their havits in relation to



